
OKAY

...

COME 

ON

OK、 
STOP

SFX: BIRDS
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IT'S BEEN 

NEARLY TWO 

YEARS SINCE 

I BECAME 

THE NEW 

BOSS OF THE 

SAKAMOTO 

GROUP

WHEN YOU'RE 

YOUNG IT'S 

TOUGH TO GET 

SUPPLIERS  

TO TAKE YOU 

SERIOUSLY

IT'S EVEN 

HARDER TO 

FIND DECENT 

WORKERS

THE LAST 

BOSS 

TOOK 

ALL THE 

GOOD 

MEN AND 

LEFT

SO 

THERE'RE 

A LOT OF 

STRANGE 

GUYS 

AROUND 

HERE

THOUGH 
THIS ONE 

IS THE 
STRANGEST 

BY FAR

HEY 

MIGIWA

SHIP- 

MENT'S 

IN

THESE ARE
 ALL 

DIFFERENT 
SIZES.

YOU MIXING 
IN FIRST 

YEARS WITH 
THESE?

IT'S 

JUST THE 

HUMIDITY,

CHECK 

AGAIN

YOU’Re 

WITH 

HIM

THE 

NEW 

GUY

YO!

DAMMIT

SFX: HOP 

SFX: CLANG
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C'MON! YOU 

GOTTA TIE 

IT GOOD 

AND TIGHT

BUT MY 

HANDS ARE 

SHAKING

...

LUNCH 

TIME!

WE 

HAVEN'T 

MADE 

MUCH 

PROGRESS 

TODAY...

YOU 

CAN GO 

DOWN 

FIRST

NO THANKS,

I'LL JUST 

STAY UP

 HERE
HUH?!

I 

BROUGHT 

MY LUNCH

BUT SHE 

WORKS 

HARD, AND 

SHE'S LIGHT 

ON HER FEET

ABOVE ALL 

SHE ISN'T 

AFRAID OF 

HEIGHTS

SHE'S A 

WOMAN 

SO IT'S 

NOT LIKE 

SHE'S THE 

STONGEST 

ONE HERE
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DON'T 

LOOK 

DOWN 

OKAY?

GOOD! 

JUST 

LIKE 

THAT!

IS SHE ALWAYS 

LIKE THAT?YEAH

ONCE SHE 

GOES UP 

SHE STAYS 

THERE

WHAT'S 

UP WITH 

THAT?

YOU GOT 

ME...

SHE NEVER 

TALKS 

ABOUT 

HERSELFEXCEPT FOR 

THE DAY 

THAT SHE 

CAME HERE
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ONE 

MORE!
...

SAKI!

YOUR 

LEGS ARE 

LIKE...

WIDE 
OPEN

WHAT A 

KLUTZ

THIS IS 

SAKI! 

SHE JUST 

TURNED 20

YEAH 

RIGHT! 

LOOKS 

LIKE A 

KID TO 

ME

YOU LOOK 

LIKE YOU 

WERE OUT 

CLIMBING 

TREES UP 

UNTIL 

YESTERDAY

I LOVE 

CLIMBING 

TREES!

SAKI!!

THEN WHY 

DON'T YOU 

COME WORK 

FOR ME?

WE 

NEED 

THE 

HELP

WHAT 

THE...

SAKI..?

FROM

THE BAR?
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MY 

MOTHER 

AND 

FATHER 

ARE 

DEAD!
I HAVE

 NO 

PLACE 

TO GO!

AND.. 

AND...

I AM BEING 

FORCED TO 

MARRY A MAN 

THAT I HATE.

SO...

PLEASE 

LET ME 

WORK 

HERE!!

...

HA HA!

WE HEAR 

THAT ONE 

ALL THE 

TIME!

YOU 

DON'T 

HAVE TO 

COME UP 

WITH 

....

ARE YOU 

GONNA HIRE 

ME OR 

NOT?!

YEAH,

OKAY

I KEEP MY 

PROMISES

THANK YOU 

VERY MUCH

BUT 

HEY

...

IT'S 

not 

easy, 

YOU 

KNOW

YES 

SIR!
SAKI KISHIMA 

NEVER 

COMPLAINED 

SHE'S 

TOUGH

SO THERE 

WERE NO 

PROBLEMS...

UNTIL THE TENKEN 

FESITVAL

SFX: LAUGHTER
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OKAY... 

I THINK THAT 

EVERYONE 

ALREADY 

KNOWS

BUT THIS 

IS A 

CULTURAL 

HERITAGE 

SITE

THERE ARE 

PLACES 

WHERE THE 

WALLS ARE 

FALLING 

APART, SO 

EVERYONE BE 

CAREFUL

YOU CAN 

TELL HOW 

HARD PEOPLE 

WORKED TO 

BUILD THIS 

PLACE

IT'S 

PRETTY 

CREEPY
I'D NEVER 

WANT TO LIVE 

HERE

SHUT 

UP!

KISHIMA!

SIR!

KISHIMA

JUST 

FELL 

OVER!

WHAT'S

UP?!

I...I CAN'T 

BREATHE!

GET HER 

TO A 

HOSPITAL

!NO! 

WAIT!

GO GET 

ME A 

BAG!

?

18



JUST KEEP 

EXHALING...

I FEEL 

A BIT 

BETTER...

JESUS

...

THAT'S 

A FIRST

NICE 

GOING 

THERE, 

MANAKA

HYPER-

VENTILATION

MY MOM 

HAD IT 

BAD

BUT 

MOM...

SHE DIED A 

LONG TIME 

AGO

...

...DON'T WORRY...

NOT FROM 

HYPER-

VENTILATION

THOUGH 

I'VE BEEN 

THINKING...
I WAS 

WONDERING IF 

MAYBE...

IT'S NOT 

THAT YOU 

LIKE HIGH 

PLACES SO 

MUCH...

IS IT THAT 

YOU'RE 

AFRAID OF 

BEING LOW 

TO THE 

GROUND?

SFX: HUFF HUFF
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...YES

I 

THOUGHT 

SO

THAT'S WHY 

YOU LIVE 

ON THE 

TOP FLOOR, 

WITH THAT 

DAMN LOUD 

WINDMILL 

RIGHT 

ABOVE 

YOU

AND THAT 

CLUB THAT 

YOU WERE 

WORKING AT 

WAS ON THE 

TOP FLOOR 

TOO...

WHAT'S 

THE 

DEAL?

...

DON'T 

WANT 

TO TALK 

ABOUT IT 

HUH?

BUT THERE'S 

GOING TO 

BE A LOT OF 

UNDERGROUND 

JOBS COMING 

UP SO...

PLEASE 

DON'T 

FIRE ME!

I'LL WORK 

REALLY HARD 

SO...

PLEASE...

YOU CAN 

WORK AS 

HARD AS YOU 

LIKE... BUT IF 

YOU FREAK 

OUT...

I DON'T 

NEED ANY 

ACCIDENTS ON 

MY WATCH

PLEASE

WAIT!

WAIT UNTIL THE 

TENKEN FESITVAL

IF I'M 

NOT BETTER 

BY THEN YOU 

CAN FIRE 

ME AND I 

WON'T MIND

TENKEN?

THAT'S 

NOT FOR 

ANOTHER 

MONTH...

WHY 

WOULD 

YOU...?

MANAKA,

THE 

INSPECTOR 

IS HERE

SFX: WHIRRING
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ANYWAY

GO HOME 

FOR THE 

DAY

MANAKA!

 I KNOW 

HOW TOUGH 

YOU ARE 

SO...

LOOK, THE NEXT 

PROJECT IS 

GONNA BE A 

HIGH-RISE!

SO YOU 

BETTER 

WORK 

TWICE AS 

HARD!

THANK YOU

WHAT 

WAS SO 

IMPORTANT 

ABOUT THE 

FESTIVAL?

SFX: CLAP CLAP
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YO 

BOSS

WE NEED 

TO GET 

STARTED 

ON THE 

FESTIVAL 

PREPARA-

TIONS

YEAH... I'D 

FORGOTTEN 

ABOUT 

THEM TILL 

KISHIMA...

AH... 

SAKI'S 

A GOOD 

GIRL

A GOOD 

GIRL, 

KNOWS ALL 

ABOUT OUR 

CUSTOMS

I GUESS 

SO.. BUT...

IT'S A SPECIAL 

YEAR FOR THE 

FESTIVAL. 

THIS IS THE 

BIGGEST 

TENKEN IN 50 

YEARS

YOU SHOULD 

PROBABLY 

MAKE AN 

OFFERING

WHAT'S 

A BIG 

TENKEN 

LIKE?

THE LAST 

ONE THIS 

BIG WAS 50 

YEARS AGO 

SO I DON'T 

REALLY 

REMEMBER

BUT 

THERE 

WERE 

LOTS OF 

LANTERNS

AND...

A PRINCESS 

KUSHINADA

PARADE

SHE WAS  

SO 

PRETTY...

DID THEY 

PICK THE 

MOST 

BEAUTIFUL 

GIRL IN 

TOWN?

HA HA...

NO, BUT 

THAT 

WOULD BE 

NICE

BUT OROCHI IS THE ONE WHO PICKS
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REALLY?

THAT'S 

PRETTY 

CREEPY

THEY JUST 

TAKE A GIRL 

FROM A 

POWERFUL 

FAMILY, 

MARK HER UP    

WITH A  BIG

ROPE

NO, OF 

COURSE 

NOT 

REALLY!

AND 

CALL HER 

PRINCESS 

KUSHINADAOH 

MAN...

THE 

BIGGEST IN 

50 YEARS... 

YOU CAN 

BET THERE'S 

LOTS OF

MONEY 

MOVING 

AROUND

WE'LL 

JUST 

HAVE TO 

GET BY 

WITH A 

HITOMI 

GOKU*

...

YEAH, THAT 

SHOULD BE 

PLENTY...

BUT OROCHI IS THE ONE WHO PICKSWHEN THE GIANT SERPENT CRAWLS 

OVER A GIRL, SCALES WILL FORM ON 

HER BACK AND SHE WILL BE THE NEW 

PRINCESS 

* 1 Hitomogoku (See Notes)
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LOOKS 

LIKE 

GOOD 

STUFF
CAUSE 

IT IS

MAYBE

...

MAYBE A 

BIT TOO 

GOOD...

YOU AND 

SAKAMOTO 

SURE DO 

GIVE ME 

A LOT OF 

SHIT...

I'M 

BRINGING 

YOU THE 

BEST THERE 

IS

C'MON 

migawa...

YOU 

KNOW I

... 

LOOK 

WHO'S 

 BACK !

CUT IT 

OUT WILL 

YOU?

SIR!

GOOD 

MORNING, 

SIR!
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KISHIMA

I'LL GET 

THESE DOWN 

RIGHT AWAY 

SIR!

WHAT'S 

WITH 

HER?

SHE'S 

been 

HAVING 

A TOUGH 

time...

LET'S 

JUST 

LEAVE 

HER 

ALONE

ANYWAY, 

MIGIWA.. I'M 

SORRY TO SAY 

IT BUT...

LOOK...

WHAT 

DID THEY 

CALL IT 

AGAIN...

WELL, YOU 

KNOW HOW     

THEY HAD THAT 

"DIRTY WAR"

?

SFX: ZAP
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AFTER THE WAR THE WHOLE WORLD 

WAS POLLUTED, SOAKED IN POISON 

RIGHT DOWN TO ITS CORE. EVERYONE 

THOUGHT THAT NOT ONE BLADE OF 

GRASS WOULD EVER GROW AGAIN 

...BUT THEY WERE WRONG

RIGHT FROM THE CENTER OF THE BLAST SOME STRANGE 

BAMBOO STARTED CREEPING OUT OF THE GROUND
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and 

as it 

grew it 

turned 

out to 

be bright 

blue

fukashi* is 
invisible to the 

naked eye, but 

it seemed 

like the bamboo 

was absorbing 

it

so much so that 

it turned blue. 

people had to 

keep cutting it 

down and hauling

 it off

but it just 

kept on 

growing and 

growing

and in time the 

soil seemed to 

get cleaner and 

cleaner.

So once the soil was 

relatively clean they 

replaced the polluted 

bamboo* with a 

normal variety 

which is 

what we

 usually use 

for all our 

construction

people from the 

city might not be 

familiar wth it, 

but I'm from out 

in tobichi, which is 

right in the middle 

of a purification 

bamboo forest

and 

this 

sure 

looks

 a lot 

like 

polluted 

bamboo

*2 Fukashi*3 Polluted Bamboo (See Notes)

SFX: ZAH ZAH ZAH
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it is...

so 

what?

!

alright...

sorry, 

sorry.

migiwa...

you can 

put that 

thing 

away

as for 

you!

what

the hell 

was 

that all 

about?!

get 

these 

unloaded

!!

Today 

we're not 

under-

ground 

and 

you're 

still...

Have you 

lost your 

mind? 
no...

I...

hold 

on a 

sec

don't 

you read 

the damn 

papers?

a section 

of 

pollution 

bamboo

 from 

mountain 

district 

three 

has been 

approved 

for use

this

 is 

from 

that 

lot

it's actually much 

better than any 

bamboo from 

the more relaxed 

districts. 

you guys are 

good to me so 

I thought I'd 

bring you the 

good stuff 

but...

look, if you 

don't beleive me 

check it on the 

Fukashi meter!

take a 

look!

SFX: BANG
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actually 

I'm from 

the third 

mountain   

district

so I 

just sort 

of started 

thinking 

about

...

you 

know

...

you're 

from 

the third 

mountain 

district?

that's the 

first I've 

heard of it

though 

without 

parents 

you should 

have been 

appointed 

guardians

please 

don't 

contact 

the 

district 

office!

calm 

down, 

will 

you

something 

seems a bit 

strange, 

but you're 

an adult

and I 

don't care 

to go 

snooping 

around in 

your private 

life

as 

long 

as 

you

...

hey,  

are you 

even 

listening 

to me?

just 

wait 

until 

tenken 

is over

!

It's 

still a 

ways 

off!

if you 

keep 

acting 

like this 

then the 

other 

workers  

will...

...

okay.

I'll tell 

you 

but you 

can't laugh 

at me
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