SFX: BIRDS

OK,
STOP

COME
ON

OKAY
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SFX: CLANG

IT's
JUST THE
HUMIDITY,
CHECK
AGAIN

SO
THERE'RE
A LOT OF
STRANGE
GUYS
AROUND
HERE

YO!

THESE ARE
ALL
DIFFERENT
SIZES.

YOU MIXING
IN FIRST
YEARS WITH
THESE?

SFX: HOP

SHIP-
MENT’S
IN

HEY
MIGIWNA

THE LAST
BOSS
TOOK

ALL THE
GOOD

MEN AND

LEFT

DAMMIT

IT'S EVEN
HARDER TO
FIND DECENT
WORKERS

YOURE
WITH
HIM

THE
NEW
euy

IT'S BEEN
NEARLY TWO
YEARS SINCE

| BECAME

THE NEW
BOSS OF THE

SAKAMOTO
GROUP

WHEN YOU'RE
YOUNG IT'S
TOUGH TO GET
SUPPLIERS
TO TAKE YOU
SERIOUSLY

THOUGH
THIS ONE
IS THE
STRANGEST
BY FAR



BUT SHE
WORKS
HARD, AND
SHE'S LIGHT
ON HER FEET
C'MON! YOU
GOTTA TIE
IT GOOD
AND TIGHT
BUT MY
HANDS ARE
SHAKING
WE
HAVEN'T
LUNCH
MADE e
MLCH |
PROGRESS
TODAY...
NO THANKS,
T'LL JuST
STAY UP
HUH?! HERE e
CAN 6O
DOWN
FIRST
I
BROLIGHT
MY LUNCH

SHE'S A
WOMAN
SOIT's
NOT LIKE
SHE'S THE
STONGEST
ONE HERE

ABOVE ALL
SHE ISN'T
AFRAID OF

HEIGHTS
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IS SHE ALWAYS
YEAH

LIKE THAT?
ONCE SHE
GOES UP
SHE STAYS e
THERE port
DOWN
OKAY?
WHAT'S
UP WITH
THAT?
GOOD!
Just
YOU 60T 11:::5,
ME... )
SHE NEVER
TALKS
ABOUT
EXCEPT FOR HERSELF
THE DAY
THAT SHE
CAME HERE
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SAKT!
YOUR
LEGS ARE
LIKE...
WIDE
OPEN
ILOVE
CLIMBING
TREES!
SAKT!!
SAKL.?
FROM WHAT
THE BAR? THE...

YOU LOOK
LIKE YOU
WERE OUT
CLIMBING
TREES UP
UNTIL
YESTERDAY

THIS IS
SAKT!
SHE JUST
TURNED 20

YEAH
RIGHT!
LOOKS
LIKE A
KID TO

ME

ONE
MORE!

WHAT A
KLUTZ

THEN WHY

DON'T YoOU
COME WORK

FOR ME?

WE
NEED
THE
HELP
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SFX: LAUGHTER

you
DON'T HA HA!
HAVE TO WE HEAR
COME UP THAT ONE
WITH ALL THE
TIME!
ARE YoUu
GONNA HIRE
ME OR
NoOT?!
YES
!
SAKI KISHIMA SIR!
NEVER
COMPLAINED
UNTIL THE TENKEN

FESITVAL

17

PLEASE
LET ME
WORK
HERE!!

AND..

AND...
I HAVE
NO
PLACE
TO GO!
I AM BEING
FORCED TO
MARRY A MAN
THAT I HATE.
SO...
I KEEP MY
PROMISES
BUT
HEY
IT's
NOT
EASY,

YOU  THANK YOU
KNOW  VERY MUCH

SHE'S
TOUGH

MY
MOTHER
AND
FATHER
ARE
DEAD!

YEAH,
OKAY



OKAY...

I THINK THAT

EVERYONE
ALREADY
KNOWs

BUT THIS
ISA
CULTURAL
HERITAGE
SITE

THERE ARE
PLACES
WHERE THE
WALLS ARE
FALLING
APART, SO
EVERYONE BE
CAREFUL

KISHIMA!

NO!
WATIT!
GO GET
ME A
BAG!

SHUT
Lp! Ir's
I'DNEVER ~ PRETTY
WANT TO LIVE CREEPY
HERE
GET HER

TO A WHAT'S

HospITAL  UP?!
!

I.ICANT
BREATHE!

YOU CAN
TELL HOW
HARD PEOPLE
WORKED TO
BUILD THIS
PLACE

SIR!
KISHIMA
Just
FELL
OVER!
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NICE
GOING
THERE,

MANAKA

HYPER-
VENTILATION

MY MOM
HAD IT
BAD

IS IT THAT
YOU'RE
AFRAID OF
BEING LOW
TO THE
GROLND?

JUST KEEP
EXHALING...

JESUS

THAT'S
A FIRST

IT'S NOT
THAT You
LIKE HIGH
PLACES SO
MUCH...

I FEEL
A BIT
BETTER...

SHE DIED A
LONG TIME
AGO

DON'T WORRY...
NOT FROM
HYPER-
VENTILATION

IWAS
WONDERING IF
MAYBE...

SFX: HUFF HUFF

BUT
MOM...

THOUGH
I'VE BEEN
THINKING...



WHAT'S
THE
DEAL?
BUT THERE'S )
GOING TO DON'T
BE A LOT OF WANT
LINDERGROLIND TO TALK
JOBS COMING ABs5:7IT
up sO... :
YOU CAN
WORK AS
rponT  HARD AS you
NEED ANy LIKE.. BUT IF
PLEASE ACCIDENTS ON  YOU FREAK
warT! My watch  OUT-
TENKEN?
THAT'S
NOT FOR
ANOTHER
MONTH...
WHY
WOULD
YOU...?
MANAKA,
THE
INSPECTOR
IS HERE

SFX: WHIRRING

THAT'S WHY
YOU LIVE
ON THE
TOP FLOOR,
WITH THAT
DAMN LOUD
WINDMILL
RIGHT
ABOVE

you

AND THAT
CLUB THAT
YOU WERE
WORKING AT
WAS ON THE
TOP FLOOR
TOO...

IFI'M
NOT BETTER
BY THEN YoOU

CAN FIRE
ME AND I
WON'T MIND

I
THOUGHT
SO

..YES

PLEASE
DON'T
FIRE ME/

I'LL WORK
REALLY HARD
SO...
PLEASE...

WAIT UNTIL THE
TENKEN FESITVAL
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ANYWAY

GO HOME
THANK You EOR THE
DAY
MANAKA!
LOOK, THE NEXT
PROJECT IS
GONNA BE A
HIGH-RISE! I KNOW
HOW TOUGH
SO you YOU ARE
BETTER SO...
WORK
TWICE AS
HARD!

WHAT
WAS SO
IMPORTANT
ABOUT THE
FESTIVAL?

SFX: CLAP CLAP
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YEAH... I'D

A GOOD FORGOTTEN
GIRL, ABOUT
KNOWS ALL THEM TILL
ABOUT OLR KISHIMA...
CLUSTOMS
AH...
I GUESS SAKI'S
SO.. BUT... A 6OOD
GIRL
THE LAST
ONE THIS
BIG WAS 50
BUT YEARS AGO
THERE SO I DON'T
WERE REALLY
LOTS OF REMEMBER
el
A BIG
TENKEN
LIKE?
DID THEY
PICK THE
MOST
BEAUTIFLL
GIRL IN
TOWN?
SHE WAS
HA HA... SO
NO, BUT PRETTY...
THAT
WOLILD BE

NICE

WE NEED
TO GET
STARTED
ON THE
FESTIVAL
PREPARA-
TIONS

YOU SHOULD
PROBABLY
MAKE AN
OFFERING

YO
BOSS

IT'S A SPECIAL
YEAR FOR THE
FESTIVAL.
THIS IS THE
BIGGEST
TENKEN IN 50
YEARS

A PRINCESS
KUSHINADA
PARADE
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WHEN THE GIANT SERPENT CRAWLS
OVER A GIRL, SCALES WILL FORM ON
HER BACK AND SHE WILL BE THE NEW

PRINCESS
THE
BIGGEST IN
50 YEARS...
YOU CAN
BET THERE'S
LOTS OF
MONEY
WE'LL MOVING
aust AROLIND
HAVE TO
GET BY
WITH A OH
HITOMI MAN...
GOKLI*

* 1 Hitomogoku (See Notes)

BUT OROCHI IS THE ONE WHO PICKS

THEY JUST 0o
TAKE AGIRL ~ NO:OF - REALLY?

FROM A COURSE THAT'S
POWERFLL Not PRETTY
FAMILY, REALLY! CREEPY
MARK HER UP
WITH A BIG
ROPE

AND
CALL HER
PRINCESS

KUSHINADA

YEAH, THAT
SHOLLD BE
PLENTY...



MAYBE
MAYBE A
BIT TOO
GOOD...
Cut IT
OuT WILL
You?

SIR!
GO0D
MORNING,
SIR!

LOOKS

LIKE
600D
STUFF
CAUSE
ITIS
C'MON
MIGAWA...
You
KNOW I
LOOK
WHO'S
BACK !

YOU AND
SAKAMOTO
SURE DO
GIVE ME
A LOT OF
SHIT...

I'™M
BRINGING
YOU THE
BEST THERE
Is
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WELL, YouU
KNOW HOW
THEY HAD THAT

"DIRTY WAR"
?

25

SHE'S
BEEN
HAVING
A TOUGH
TIME...

LET'S
Just
LEAVE
HER
ALONE

LOOK...

KISHIMA

I'LL GET
THESE DOWN
RIGHT AWAY

SIR!

SFX: ZAP

WHAT'S
WITH
HER?

ANYWAY,
MIGIWA.. I'M
SORRY TO SAY

IT BUT...



26



27



AFTER THE WAR THE WHOLE WORLD
WAS POLLUTED, SOAKED IN POISON
RIGHT DOWN TO ITS CORE. EVERYONE
THOUGHT THAT NOT ONE BLADE OF
GRASS WOULD EVER GROW AGAIN

...BUT THEY WERE WRONG

RIGHT FROM THE CENTER OF THE BLAST SOME STRANGE
BAMBOO STARTED CREEPING OUT OF THE GROUND
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SFX: ZAH ZAH ZAH

AND
ASIT
GREW IT
TURNED
out To
BE BRIGHT
BLUE
FUKASHI* IS
AND IN TIME THE INVISIBLE TO THE
SOIL SEEMED TO NAKED EYE, BUT
GET CLEANER AND BUT IT JuUST IT SEEMED
CLEANER. KEPT ON LIKE THE BAMBOO
GROWING AND WAS ABSORBING
GROWING I
SO ONCE THE SOIL WAS
RELATIVELY CLEAN THEY
WHICH IS REPLACED THE POLLUTED SO MUCH SO THAT
WHAT WE BAMBOO* WITH A IT TURNED BLLE.
LSUALLY LSE NORMAL VARIETY PEOPLE HAD TO
FOR ALL OLR KEEP CUTTING IT
CONSTRLCTION DOWN AND HALLING
IT OFF
PEOPLE FROM THE
CITY MIGHT NOT BE
AND FAMILIAR WTH IT,
THIS BUT I'M FROM OUT
SURE IN TOBICHI, WHICH IS
LOOKS RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE
OF A PURIFICATION
ALOT BAMBOO FOREST
LIKE
POLLUTED
BAMBOO
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IT'S ACTUALLY MUCH
BETTER THAN ANY
BAMBOO FROM
THE MORE RELAXED
DISTRICTS.

YOU 6UYS ARE
600D TO ME SO
I THOUGHT I'D
BRING YOU THE

GOOD STUFF
BUT...
AS FOR
you!
WHAT
THE HELL
WAS
THAT ALL
AouT?!
TODAY
WE'RE NOT
LINDER-
GROLUND
AND
YOU'RE
STILL...
HAVE You
LOST YOUR
NO... MIND?
I.

ITIS...
SO
WHAT?

DON'T HOLD
p YOU READ ON A
SEC
Froy  THE DAMN
PAPERS?

THAT
LoT A SECTION
OF

THIS

POLLUTION
BAMBOO
FROM
MOLINTAIN
DISTRICT
THREE
HAS BEEN
APPROVED
FOR USE

LOOK, IF YOU
DON'T BELEIVE ME
CHECK IT ON THE
FUKASH! METER!

ALRIGHT...
SORRY,
SORRY.
MIGIWA...
YOU CAN
PUT THAT
THING
AWAY

GET
THESE

UNLOADED
"

TAKE A
LOOK!

SFX: BANG
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THOUGH
WITHOUT
PARENTS

YOU SHOULD
HAVE BEEN
APPOINTED
GUARDIANS

HEY,
ARE YOU
EVEN
LISTENING
TO ME?

BUT You
CAN'T LAUGH
AT ME

AS
LONG
AS
You

YOUI'RE
FROM
THE THIRD
MOLINTAIN
DISTRICT?

THAT'S THE
FIRST I'VE
HEARD OF IT

SOMETHING
SEEMS A BIT
STRANGE,
BUT YOLI'RE
AN ADULT

AND I
DON'T CARE
TO 60
SNOOPING
AROLIND IN
YOUR PRIVATE
LIFE

OKAY.
I'LL TELL
you

you
KNOW

CALM
DOWN,
WILL
you

s
STILL A
WAYS
OFF!

IF You
KEEP
ACTING
LIKE THIS
THEN THE
OTHER
WORKERS
WILL...

ACTUALLY
I'M FROM
THE THIRD
MOLINTAIN
DISTRICT

SO1I
JUST SORT
OF STARTED

THINKING
ABoUT

PLEASE
DON'T
CONTACT
THE
DISTRICT
OFFICE!

Just
WAIT
LINTIL
TENKEN

IS OVER
!





